MUSLIMS COMMEMORATE NHS
WORKERS ON EID AL ADHA 2020

Eid al Adha: symbolising devotion and sacrifice
On Friday 31st July Muslims in the UK celebrated one of the holiest days of the Islamic
calendar, Eid Al Adha, an occasion which symbolises devotion and sacrifice. Eid celebrations
this year were sober, with socially distanced or virtual prayers and the last minute northern
lockdown meant many were unable to celebrate as they had planned.

Remembering NHS Heroes
During the COVID-19 pandemic, thousands of NHS workers have been on the frontline saving
lives. This Eid, we wanted to remember and honour all the NHS workers who paid the
ultimate price by protecting our own. In a campaign to honour these NHS heroes, mosques
around the country joined us to thank them and pray for them.
More than 300 NHS workers have died since the outbreak of COVID-19 in the UK. They have
come from all backgrounds, religions, ages and orientations, working together in a spirit of
unity and compassion to protect the public and save lives. The pandemic has also reminded us
that not all lives are equal. Ethnic minority and Muslim NHS staff have been disproportionately
impacted, with with the first three doctors dying from COVID-19 being Muslim. We have set up
an online memorial gallery to commemorate these heroes which can be viewed here.

Children in Southampton create a portrait of their mosque commemorating the NHS
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Remembering nationally
We were humbled that 20 mosques around the country, from Liverpool, Manchester, London,
Birmingham, Southampton and several others, supported the campaign to honour our
colleagues and remember their service, devotion and sacrifice. Imams read moving tributes,
prayers and poems of the “Army in Blue”. There were posters displaying the names of the 300+
NHS workers and “Thank you NHS” messages. It was a solemn reminder of the sanctity and
value of life, especially during a deadly pandemic with local outbreaks rapidly emerging.

Remembering inequality
It was also a stark reminder that as a society we must come together and protect each other,
and in particular, the most vulnerable, the elderly, the disadvantaged and the poor. The
Muslim community in the UK thanks NHS staff for their incredible work and sacrifice, and
prays that solidarity and resolve will bring people across the world together. It is only in unity
that we can withstand current and future waves of COVID-19.
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Remembering legacies
Eid is also a time for celebration. We know that the families of many of our Muslim colleagues
who lost their lives on the front line are missing their loved ones. We want them to know that
we are thinking of them, their legacy lives on and they continue to inspire us everyday.

Further links:
ITV: https://www.itv.com/news/2020-07-31/in-pictures-eid-celebrated-around-the-world
Birmingham Central Mosque: https://youtu.be/qRcibKfd-8c
MDA memorial gallery: https://www.muslimdoctors.org/muslimnhsheroes
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The NHS Army
By Matthew Kelly
Read by Imam Mohammed Asad, Lead Imam at Birmingham Central Mosque
I’ll tell you a tale, that’s been recently written,
Of a powerful army, so Great it saved Britain,
They didn’t have bombs and they didn’t have planes,
They fought with their hearts and they fought with their brains,
They didn’t have bullets, armed just with a mask,
We sent them to war, with one simple task,
To show us the way, to lead and inspire us,
To protect us from harm and fight off the virus,
It couldn’t be stopped by our bulletproof vests,
An invisible enemy, invaded our chests,
So we called on our weapon, our soldiers in Blue,
“All Doctors, All Nurses, Your Country needs you”
We clapped on our streets, hearts bursting with pride,
As they went off to war, while we stayed inside,
They struggled at first, as they searched for supplies,
But they stared down the virus, in the whites of its eyes,
They leaped from the trenches and didn’t think twice,
Some never came back, the ultimate price,
So tired, so weary, yet still they fought on,
As the virus was beaten and the battle was won,
The many of us, owe so much, to so few,
The brave and the bold, our heroes in Blue,
So let’s line the streets and remember our debt ,
We love you, our heroes, Lest we forget.
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We would like to thank our campaign partners Turn To Love for working with us to deliver this
campaign and all the mosques and organisations that supported the campaign.
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